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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 

MS Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

In response to the restriction requirement set forth in the Office Action mailed December 2, 2004, 
Applicants hereby provisionally elect Group 2, claims 1-6, 1 1, 12, 15 and 16, for continued examination. 
Applicants reserve the right to file a continuing application or take such other appropriate action as 
deemed necessary to protect the non-elected inventions. Applicants do not hereby abandon or waive any 
rights in the non-elected inventions. 

Applicants respectfully traverse the Restriction Requirement because there is no undue burden in 
examining all of the claimed subject matter. The Examiner is referred to the International Search Report, 
where the subject matter of all claims was searched simultaneously. Because all claims were searched 
therein, it is not credible that search and examination of the entire claim set presents an unreasonable 
burden. According to MPEP § 803, "[i]f the search and examination of an entire application can be made 
without serious burden, the examiner must examine it on the merits, even though it includes claims to 
independent or distinct inventions". Accordingly, Applicants respectfully request that the claims of 
Groups 1 and 3-7 be recombined with the claims of Group 2. 
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Applicants believe no fee is due with this response. 
Deposit Account No. 18-1945, under Order No. ASZD-P01 
authorized to draw. 
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Dated: December 22, 2004 
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